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Text

Lan d cover reco rds the lan dscap e as surface comp o n en ts: fo rest, 
water, wetlan ds, urb an  areas, etc. The Natio n al Ocean ic an d 
Atmo sp heric Asso ciatio n ’s (NOAA’s) Coastal Chan ge An alysis 
Pro gram (C-CAP) p ro duces a n atio n ally stan dardized datab ase of 
lan d cover an d lan d chan ge in fo rmatio n  fo r coastal regio n s an d 
adjacen t up lan ds— in cludin g Vermo n t. These are the data disp layed 
here, fro m the 2011 datab ase.
This map  is useful at a b ro ad scale fo r seein g p attern s o f n atural 
lan d cover an d lan d use. At a statewide scale, it is b en eficial fo r 
p ickin g o ut large urb an  areas, agricultural areas, wetlan d 
comp lexes, an d fo rested areas. Mo re locally, these data can  b e 
used to locate fo rested b locks, p redict where wildlife with wide 
home ran ges may b e ab le to  travel thro ugh the lan dscap e, an d see 
where p attern s o f develo p men t may hin der wildlife movemen t. They 
can  also  b e used to  distin guish hardwo od fo rests from softwo o d 
an d mixed fo rests, which can  b e help ful in  p redictin g locatio n s o f 
n atural commun ities an d wildlife sp ecies.
Lan d cover in fo rmatio n  isn ’t in ten ded to cap ture in dividual 
p ro cesses o r sp ecies; it tells, very simp ly, what covers the gro un d at 
the p resen t time.
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