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Text

This map  allow s us ers to examine details of a local lands cap e. Exc ep t for Habitat Blocks, all layers can be
us ed even at the s cale of an individual p arc el. While the boundaries of the Habitat Blocks layer are not 
ac c urate at this s cale, they are included to p rovide an element of statewide p ers p e ctive. 
While ac c urate, thes e data are not comp rehensive. For examp le, the absenc e of a rare s p e c ies marker is not
a definite sign that there are no rare s p e cies p re s ent, sinc e the entire state has never been inventoried for
rare s p e c ies. The same is true for Uncommon Sp ec ies, Deer Wintering Areas, Natural Communities, Mast
Stands, and Amp hibian and Rep tile Road Cros sings.
 
Rare and Uncommon Species: The data shown in this layer w ere comp iled through the Vermont Fish and
Wildlife Dep artment’s Natural Heritage Inventory, the state’s contribution to a regional databas e of similar
information. All map p ed oc c urrenc es rep re s ent field-confirmed, geograp hically ac c urate data p oints. 
Natural Communities: A natural community is a group  of p lants, animals, p hysical features, and  natural
p roc es s e s that can be found together wherever similar environmental conditions exist. The locations
map p ed here are bas ed on detailed site surveys and are ac c urate even at a very local s cale. Nearly all
map p ed examp les of common natural communities are on state-owned land. 
Deer Wintering Areas: Thes e conifer stands p rovide c ritical winter cover for deer and other s p e c ies. They
w ere identified using aerial obs ervations, infrared aerial p hotos, and ground confirmation. 
Amphibian and Reptile Crossings: Thes e data rep re s ent known locations where amp hibians and rep tiles
c ros s roads to get betw een year-round habitat and breeding p ools. 
Mast Stands: Mast stands are group s of nut-p roducing trees, such as beech and oak, that p rovide vital
food resourc e s for numerous wildlife s p e c ies. They are identified when s cars left by climbing black bears
can be found on at least 15-25 tree trunks or show other evidenc e of us e by bears, such as a "bear nest”
in the c rown of a tree. While mast stands are rep re s ented as p oints on the map , the actual habitat
covered by each mast stand is much larger. Becaus e bear s c arring is so p rominent on beech comp ared with
other s p e c ies, this dataset favors this s p e c ies. 
Clayplain Fragments: Prior to grand-s cale Europ ean-American settlement, thes e fore sts w ere common
in the Champ lain Valley. How ever, the dee p , rich, soils and flat top ograp hy in which they’re located
p rovided ideal agric ultural lands, res ulting in the clearing of much of the valley’s original Clayp lain Forests.
Now only s cattered remnants remain, most which are no bigger than 20 or 30 ac res. 
Wildlife Road Crossings:  Thes e data w ere generated by the Vermont Fish and Wildlife Dep artment and
Agency of Trans p ortation to p rovide a p reliminary look at where wildlife are most likely to c ros s Vermont
roads. The Dep artments us ed a comp uter modeling p roc es s to locate areas with a high conc entration of the
lands cap e features most clos ely as sociated with wildlife c ros sing areas for terre strial s p e c ies with large
home ranges. 
Habitat Blocks, by State Priority: This map  dep icts all locations larger than 20 ac res in which roads,
buildings, and other human infrastructure are abs ent. Priority was as signed bas ed on size; the degree to
which each block is connected to other habitat blocks through wildlife road c ros sings, stream corridors, or
other means; and the variety of habitat comp onents contained within the block such as w etlands, ridgelines,
or a mix of forest typ es. Regional context was also considered, meaning that higher p riority was given to a
100-ac re habitat block located in Vermont’s heavily-fragmented Champ lain Valley than to a 100-ac re block
in the Northeast Kingdom, where larger blocks are p revalent. The configuration of habitat is also imp ortant.
An area that is highly irregular in shap e with a high amount of edge may be les s functional for some s p e c ies
than habitat of the same ac reage with a regular shap e.
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