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Text

This map identifies the Vermo nt lands and waters mo st impo rtant fo r
suppo rting eco lo gically functio nal eco systems, natural  co mmunities,
habitats, and species. It is a co mpilatio n o f many datasets, each
included because it represents an eco lo gical co mpo nent kno wn to
co ntribute significantly to  Vermo nt’s bio diversity. 
Co mpo nents are divided into  two  scales: Landscape-scale prio rities
fo rm the green backgro und and represent bro ad eco lo gical patterns
such as co nnected fo rests and water netwo rks. Co mmunity and species
scale prio rities are tho se lands and waters critical to  individual species
o r gro ups o f species, and they appear as the purple fo regro und. These
prio rities are just as impo rtant fo r maintaining bio diversity as the bro ad,
landscape patterns but are mo re co ncrete, depicted as individual 
o ccurrences rather than bro ad patterns.
Landscape Scale: To  identify prio rities, Vermo nt Fish and Wildlife Department
bio lo gists assigned “prio rity” o r “highest prio rity” status to  interio r fo rest
blo cks, co nnectivity blo cks, riparian co rrido rs, surface waters, and
physical landscapes. Because a fully functio nal landscape includes all
o f these co mpo nents, lands co nsidered to  be “highest prio rity” fo r any
co mpo nent are given “highest prio rity” status o n this co mpilatio n.  Land
mapped as “prio rity” fo r any co mpo nent is likewise co nsidered “prio rity,”
unless co nsidered “highest prio rity” fo r ano ther co mpo nent. While this 
map sho ws o nly the co mbined prio rities, yo u can see each co mpo nent 
individually o n the Bio Finder website. Maintaining o r enhancing 
landscape scale prio rities is likely to  co nserve the majo rity o f Vermo nt’s
species and natural co mmunities, even as the climate changes.
Community and Species Scale: Prio rities at this scale are critical fo r
maintaining individual species o r gro ups o f species identified as having
a co nservatio n need. These include wildlife cro ssings, representative 
lakes, exemplary surface waters, vernal po o ls, wetlands, rare and 
unco mmo n species, significant natural co mmunities, grasslands and 
shrublands, and mast stands. 
All data were co llected fo r use at the state level. There may be
o missio ns, and these o missio ns may be critical when translating data
into  implementatio n measures. Wherever po ssible, the co llectio n o f field
invento ry info rmatio n will likely enhance a co mmunity’s ability to
prio ritize.

MAP 7:  STATE AND REGIONAL CONSERVATION PRIORITIES
MONKTON, VT


