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Monkton Select Board Meeting Minutes - Final 
August 25, 2014   (Approved 9/22/14) 
Monkton Town Hall 
 

1. Call to Order: Chair S. Pilcher called the meeting to order at 7:03 PM. 
 
2. Select Board (SB) Members Present: Henry Boisse, Anne Layn, John McNerney (7:45 PM 

arrival), Roger Parker, Jr., Stephen Pilcher 
 

Others Present: Deborah Gaynor, John Howard-Lister, Ivor Hughes, Jane Palmer, Nate 
Palmer, Melany Peyser, Bernard Wisniowski-Lister, and Bill Joos 

 
3. Announcements:  None 

    
4. Regular Business: 

a. Approve Minutes:  The SB reviewed the meeting minutes of 8/11/14.  A word 
appearing in item 5.c. was corrected, and an inaccurate phrase appearing in 5.c. was 
deleted.  H. Boisse moved to approve the 8/11 meeting minutes as amended.  A. 
Layn seconded the motion.  Voted and approved.  R. Parker abstained.   

 
b. The SB reviewed and approved the following check warrants:   

• A/P#40811, 08/11/14, $ 24,970.54 
• A/P#40825, 08/25/14, $ 23,588.10 
• P/R#40825, 08/25/14, $   7,740.13 

 
c. The SB reviewed and approved the following overweight permit: 

• Ben Waterman 
 

d. Public Comment:  I. Hughes commented again on the $27,000 in legal expenses spent 
by the Town related to the pipeline.  I. Hughes commented that “it’s a shame” for 
taxpayers to assume this burden, and recommended that the Town forward an invoice 
to the PSB for VGS to pay. 

 
5. New Business:  

a. Town-wide Reappraisal Contract (Monkton Listers):  J. Howard and B. Wisniowski 
appeared and presented information about their effort to secure an outside appraiser to 
conduct the town-wide reappraisal.  The Listers selected Edgar Clodfelter of NEMRC.  
The projected cost is $84,000, with work commencing in July 2015 and finishing in May 
2017.  The SB reviewed contract details, and asked several questions.  H. Boisse 
moved to approve the NEMRC reappraisal contract for 2015-17 as presented.  R. 
Parker seconded the motion.  Voted and approved.    

 
b. Vermont Gas Systems (VGS) Testing Status: S. Pilcher commented on the testing 

process, and M. Peyser shared comments and concerns about the testing plan.  J. 
Palmer inquired about the sequence of actions.  M. Peyser mentioned that other 
landowners along the pipeline route are concerned as well, but VGS has refused to test.  
A report prepared by D. Gaynor of Phoenix Chemistry Services (PCS) was circulated to 
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the SB and audience (copy attached).  D. Gaynor explained the report, and her reaction 
to VGS’ response.  The SB considered whether to include the PCS response in the 
Public Service Board (PSB) record.  J. McNerney moved to submit the PCS letter to 
the PSB after consultation with counsel on the most appropriate way to do so.  A. 
Layn seconded the motion.  Voted and approved.  The SB wants to request that the 
PSB direct VGS to submit its Addendum to the Soil Management Plan (dated 8/14/14) 
to the PSB and all interveners.  S. Pilcher offered to share and discuss the addendum 
with Bill Ellis, Esq. who represents the Town.  M. Peyser commented on recent pole and 
soil testing on property owned by Michael Hurlburt.  H. Boisse moved to empower S. 
Pilcher to discuss the VGS addendum with attorney Bill Ellis, and take whatever 
action may be necessary.  J. McNerney seconded the motion.  Voted and 
approved.  

 
c. Vermont Utilities Working Group re: PCP: M. Peyser spoke about the proposed makeup 

of the working group, and asked if the Town might have an interest.  S. Pilcher replied 
that he does not believe the Town has any particular interest.  It was asked if the Town 
might wish to sponsor someone.  J. McNerney inquired about VLCT’s possible 
participation.  D. Gaynor volunteered to serve on the working group, for which the SB 
expressed its appreciation.  H. Boisse moved that the Town send a letter to the PSB 
naming Deborah Gaynor as a qualified volunteer willing to serve on the working 
group.  A. Layn seconded the motion.   Voted and approved.   

  
d. Letter from ANAC and Conservation Commission (copy attached):  D. Gaynor 

presented a letter dated 8/21/14 signed by members of the Monkton Agricultural and 
Natural Areas Committee (ANAC) and the Monkton Conservation Commission who 
have joined together to express concern about the adverse impacts of “chemicals 
released from utility pole replacements and related maintenance activities.”  S. Pilcher 
read the letter aloud, and thanked the groups for their comments.    

      
6. Old Business: 

a. Josh Hurlburt Curb Cut Application:  The SB reviewed this item briefly.  Road 
Commissioner Wayne Preston, S. Pilcher, and H. Boisse visited the site.  There are no 
sight line restrictions, but the land slopes steeply.  H. Boisse moved to approve the 
Hurlburt Curb Cut application as submitted with a condition(s) related to the 
slope encountered.  R. Parker seconded the motion.  Vote and approved.       

 
b. Homestead Late Filing Penalty:  The SB discussed briefly, and asked several questions.  

A. Layn moved to waive for 2014 the late filing penalty as could be applied to 
taxpayers filing Homestead Declarations.  H. Boisse seconded the motion.  Voted 
and approved.  The SB will reconsider the waiver in 2015.         

  
c. Park and Ride Status: S. Pilcher advised that no design has been finalized.  The 

Complete Streets 2013 Draft Report is available for review at Town Hall.   
 

d. Vermont Gas Right-of-Way (ROW) Permit: S. Pilcher advised that the SB would 
consider conditions to apply, or not, in consideration of the ROW applications submitted 
by VGS.  I. Hughes commented that the SB should postpone signing the document, and 
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allow further discussion.  I. Hughes also spoke about the financial viability of the project.  
J. Palmer shared her opinion that the SB should postpone action.  The SB reviewed the 
numerous and varied conditions appearing on a document dated 8/22/14, and 
discussed at length the issues.  The SB and audience asked many questions.  S. 
Pilcher made detailed notes/edits to the listing.  H. Boisse moved to approve the VGS 
ROW permit application(s) with conditions as stipulated.  R. Parker seconded the 
motion.  More lengthy discussion followed.  With discussion finally concluded, the SB 
voted the question: in favor – 3 (Boisse, Layn, Parker); against – 2 (McNerney, Pilcher).  
The motion was approved by a 3-2 vote. 

 
e. Tax Sale Date: S. Pilcher left a voicemail message with attorney Jim Carroll.  We are 

awaiting a reply. 
 

f. VELCO Well Contamination Update: As previously discussed at tonight’s meeting. 
 

g. Juniper Lane Update:  We are still awaiting final invoices from the contractor and town 
engineer.  R. Parker called the town engineer to request an invoice.   
        

7. Other Business: a) S. Pilcher wishes to represent the Town at the VLCT Annual Meeting on 
10/9/14.  J. McNerney moved to name S. Pilcher as the Town’s delegate to the VLCT 
Annual Meeting.  H. Boisse seconded the motion.  Voted and approved. b) Determine 
time/date of next SB meeting: the SB will meet next at Monkton Town Hall on Monday, 
September 8, 2014 at 7:00 PM for its regular meeting.   

        
8. Adjournment: 

H. Boisse moved to adjourn at 9:34 PM; J. McNerney seconded the motion.  Voted and 
approved.  
 
Minutes submitted by Bill Joos        SBMinutes20140825 
 
Attached:  
     ANACConsCommLtr-Poles 8-21-14 
     PCS Comments 8-22-14 

        












