IMPLEMENTING ACT 171

LAND USE PLANNING TO ADDRESS
FOREST FRAGMENTATION




The Vermont Fish & Wildlite Department

The misston of the Vermont Fish & Wildlife Department is the
conservation of our fish, wildlife, plants and their habitats

Jor the people of 1 ermont



What we conserve

Natural communities Fish Habitat

Invertebrates Wildlife Plants



Who we serve

Wildlife watchers Future generations Anglers

Hunters and trappers Communities Landowners



Community Wildlife Program

Presentations & Workshops Support for Planning Support for Conservation

Connecting Communities Understanding ecological Creation/Interpretation of
to Each Other and community context Resources



ACT 171 PLANNING PROVISIONS

New land use planning goal:

to manage Vermont’s forestlands so as to
maintain and improve forest blocks and
habitat connectors.



ACT 171 PLANNING PROVISIONS

Requires town and regional plans to:

* indicate those areas that are important as forest blocks
and habitat connectors

* plan for land development in those areas to minimize
forest fragmentation and promote the health, viability,
and ecological function of forests.

Act 171 ANR Guidance Document

http://anr.vermont.gov/Planning/Forest Blocks And Habitat Connectors



http://anr.vermont.gov/Planning/Forest_Blocks_And_Habitat_Connectors




Prevent erosion and
reduce flooding

Economic benefits of
recreation and

tourism $$$ 5%
Provide land for
Provide working lands hunting, fishing,
and jobs for forest Benefits wildlife viewing
products industry $$3%
o of Large
Forests

Transmit fewer tick-

Clean air & borne illnesses

water

Mitigate climate
Scenery Biological change
diversity



WORKING FORESTS

Forest Health

()

Economy Community

w A

Goal: To Maintain Function

(Ecological, Economic and for Community Values)



LOSING WILDLIFE HABITAT
& WORKING FOREST




Fragmentation

+ A CHANGING
CLIMATE

= a BIG challenge

Fragmented Forest Blocks in Hartland, VT

Fro

m Union of Concerned Scientists - Confronting Climate
Change in the Northeast (NECIA 2007)




Habitat
Connector




An online portal of Biodiversity information

biofinder.vt.gov/



Vermont Conservation Design



EXAMPLE: HERE!

Vermont Conservation
Design assigns an overall
priority rank.

| Vermont Conservation Design - Landscape Scale
WM &  Priority Rank

B HIGHEST PRIORITY

PRICRITY
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W] B Priority Rank
B HIGHEST PRIORITY

PRIORITY




Encourage support for Institute a local

businesses that use products purchasing
local forest products. policy for municipal
purchases.

GOAL:

SUPPORT WORKING FORESTS

Encourage
management plans
and/or Current Use

Connect landowners
to incentives programs



Forest
Blocks




Areas of natural
cover

(no roads or
development)




Interior Forest

- Highest Priority

W Priority




INTERIOR FOREST
BLOCKS

Habitat Blocks

Most Important
as FOREST HABITAT




Where possible, keep development to the
edges rather than penetrating into the Adopt or evaluate
middle of blocks. subdivision regs.

GOAL:
: - MAINTAIN LARGE Consider a
S il FOREST BLOCKS | i

forest or overlay
district.

important areas.

Limit driveway length or Encourage estate
establish building planning.

envelopes/clearing standards.



Connectivity Blocks




CONNECTIVITY BLOCKS
(+ INTERIOR FOREST
BLOCKS)

Habitat Blocks

Most Important

for
CONNECTIVITY




Consider in
Encourage estate conjunction with
planning. habitat connectors

Adopt or evaluate
subdivision regs.

GOAL:
MAINTAIN CONNECTIONS

BETWEEN BLOCKS

Limit driveway length or

Encourage land establish building Consider a
conservation in envelopes/clearing conservation,
important areas. SRR forest, or

overlay district.



Physical Landscape Diversity Blocks

. HP Physical Landscape Blocks




Habitat Blocks

Most Important

for
BIODIVERSITY




Adopt or evaluate

Encourage estate -
subdivision regs.

planning.

GOAL:
INCLUDE PHYSICAL
LANDSCAPE DIVERSITY WHEN

IDENTIFYING FOREST BLOCKS
AND CONNECTIONS

Encourage land TR I . Consider a
conservation in important Imit driveway length or
- establish building

envelopes/clearing standards.

conservation or
forest district.



INTERIOR FOREST
+

CONNECTIVITY BLOCKS
+

PHYSICAL DIVERSITY




ACT 171:
COMPILING YOUR MAP

FOREST/HABITAT
BLOCKS

WHAT DO YOU WANT TO
INCLUDE?







USE LOCAL DATA!




CONSIDER COMMUNITY
VALUES!




ACT 171:
COMPILING YOUR MAP
FOREST/HABITAT
BLOCKS

ONCE YOU CIDE..

DE
YOU MAY Wﬂi




Habitat
Connectors




SURFACE WATERS &
RIPARIAN AREAS

Streams, Rivers,
Lakes, Ponds

and their
surrounding
vegetation




Goal:

Maintain/enhance
vegetation along
streams and rivers

Recommend or require forested
buffers and/or minimum setbacks

from waterways in standards.

Recommend or require restoration
of riparian habitat in site plan or
subdivision review.

Support River Corridor
Easements




SMALLER FOREST
BLOCKS




Maintain connections

between larger blocks. Adopt or evaluate
subdivision regs.

Encourage land GOAL:
conservation in MAI NTAI N ConS|de|j -
important areas. BLOCKS conservation,

forest, or
overlay district.

Limit driveway length or
establish building
envelopes/clearing standards.

Encourage estate
planning.



Where wildlife are

MOST LIKELY to
cross roads




GOAL:
IDENTIFY CROSSINGS

Create a
monitoring
program

GOAL:
PROTECT HABITAT

AROUND CROSSINGS

Review curb cuts in standards.

Establish an overlay district.

Encourage landowners to retain
vegetation up to the road in crossing
areas. Adopt road management
standards for town roads.

Encourage land conservation or
wildlife-friendly management in
Important areas.






Community Values Mapping







Printed

or Online




Forest/
Habitat
Blocks




Wildlife

Road
Crossings




PROVIDE BASELINE
PROTECTION

Establish a Conservation
Commission and/or
Conservation Fund



THANK YOU!

monica.przyperhart(@Vermont.gov
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